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Thomas Summerhill : Harvest of Dissent: Agrarianism in Central New York in the Nineteenth Century before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Harvest of Dissent:
Agrarianism in Central New Y ork in the Nineteenth Century:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karol KucinskiGreat book
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With an expert blend of political, social, and economic history, Thomas Summerhill's Harvest of Dissent investigates
the character of agrarian movements in nineteenth century New Y ork to reexamine the nature of Northern farmers
embrace of or resistance to the emergence of capitalist market agriculture. Taking the long view, Harvest of Dissent
brings together the events of nearly a century of agrarian radicalism in central New Y ork, giving Summerhill the
ability to understand everything from the Anti-Rent movement to the Grange movement as part of awhole. Based on
exceptionally thorough primary research, Summerhill convincingly demonstrates how protracted and contingent the
process of drawing farmers into capitalist markets actually was, and the ways farmers selectively and creatively
resisted it. Rather than characterizing farmer political insurgencies as episodic responses to discrete crises (as they are
often portrayed), Harvest of Dissent argues that agrarianism played a constant role in the major political, economic,
and social transformations that marked the emergence of modern America.

"Summerhill demonstrates that rural New Y orkers--like Americans as a whole--had alegacy of democratic activism
that was at times disrupted or transformed, but never ruptured. | can think of few finer analyses of local politics--a
masterful book."--Robert D. Johnston, co-editor of The Countryside in the Age of the Modern State: Political Histories
of Rural America



