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The Law of the Sea Convention has now reached 25 years of presence in the international scene as a constitution for 
the oceans. It was the product of a long and arduous negotiation with a final product of delicate balance. The purpose 
of this book is to examine whether the basic premises and essential compromises of the Convention still hold true or 
whether the Convention, as a living instrument, has evolved into accommodating new needs and challenges to its 
regulatory scheme. The vehicle chosen is the jurisdictional interplay between the States, as flag States, coastal States 
and port States, and the world community at large in matters relating to navigation, fisheries, access to the biological 
resources of the deep seabed or even maritime security. The result confirms the solid foundations of the Convention 
and its ability to evolve and expand without upsetting its essential balance. A book useful to all those interested in the 
law of the sea and the structure of international law.
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