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At the end of the 19th century, internationalisation and standardisation fundamentally changed business law. More and
more industries such as insurance, transport, wholesale and finance used standard contracts and clauses for
international transactions. An impressive example of this development was the reaction of the insurance industry to the
earthquake and inflagration of San Francisco in 1906. At once, aglobal discourse on the economic, technical and legal
consequences arose; in the meantime, a small group of powerful reinsurance managers developed a strict exclusionary
clause intended for worldwide application. Fire insurers in many countries adopted this earthquake clause™", while
othersrefused it. Germany, Californiaand Italy - where the earthquake of Messinain 1908 led to alegal turn - are
paradigmatic examples of these reactions. Beyond this case study, the author discusses the novel phenomenon of
international standard contracts and clauses from atheoretical perspective.

"Thisis apioneering study that can be recommended to anyone interested in the history of international business and
the contracts and legal standards that came to underpin it." ed for EH.Net by Robin Pearson, Department of History,
University of Hull (December 2012).About the AuthorTilmann J. Roder wrote his PhD thesis at the Max Planck
Institute for European Legal History in Frankfurt am Main. He has been a senior research fellow at the Max Planck
Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg since 2006 and is responsible for rule of
law projectsin Islamic countries including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag, and Egypt. He recently
publishedConstitutionalism in Islamic Countries: Between Upheaval and Continuit (with Rainer Grote, eds., OUP
2011),



