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This study presents the major provisions of the antitrust laws and the purposes for which Congress enacted them, 
together with the ways they have been observed, enforced, and interpreted. In this fourth revised edition, the author 
takes into consideration changes in law and court decisions that have occurred since the study was last updated, in 
1975. He provides an explanation of the intent and operation of antitrust legislation for those who must cope with its 
ambiguities. Interpretations in this field of law have often been unpredictable and have presented unprecedented 
problems of application, enforcement, and compliance. Nevertheless, Van Cise observes, these laws have made 
important contributions to our free, democratic and ethical economy.
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