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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Relevant Even NowBy GreenyIn Federal Income Taxation, 
Chirelstein explains the foundations of much of the tax code. He tells how a lot of the tax initiatives came about in 
terms of legal reasoning and behavioral goals. This remains an insightful book today, more than 10 years after it was 
published.I recommend this book to gain an understanding of the tax code, as opposed to solving practical problems 
such as tax preparation of a tax court matter.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well-Written and 
Surprisingly Interesting; Very Poor Study AidBy ZachI think this would be a good book to have if you needed to write 
a paper/article about income tax law or need an academic primer. It is well-written and more engaging than I expected. 
I did not, however, find it useful for learning actual tax law for my income class tax. It reads more as a free-flowing 
discourse about tax law than as a treatise or concise explanation of important topics. The organization seems to be 
based on rhetorical preference rather than any kind of logical order, so I found myself scrutinizing the index for 
everything.So I guess I can recommend this book if you are deeply interested in the how and the why of tax law. If 
you just want to get an A on your exam, look elsewhere. I found this book almost useless come crunch time.5 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. Helpful to a tax LLM studentBy amarI started on earning a tax llm this 
semester. Having never taken a tax class in law school, I went out and bought a number of study aids. This one helps, 
however its not my favorite tax law study aid. Perhaps, it is better suited for people with at least some tax/tax law 
exposure. Biggest issue: no problems, and even worse no answers to those problems!!! I recommend, but only if 
purchased in conjunction with other aids. Hope this review helps someone out there.

Softbound book with 414 pages of income tax law, cases, and principles. The book walks you through income, 
deductions, attribution tax accounting, and recognition of gains and losses. This study guide mirrors casebooks 
generally in use.

About the AuthorColumbia University 


