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Sara Warner : Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in Florida before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the
Law in Florida

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Best in Its FieldBy The Tall TinkerDr. Warner's love of the
environment shows clearly on every page of this well-researched volume, which has been used in court cases to
determine the Ordinary High Water Line on disputed property. Part philosophy, part history, and part law, this book is
the definitive study of navigable water bodiesin Florida.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Florida


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=082033037X

specific navigable water issue based bookBy Stephen G KopachBook describes cases involving the determination of
the ordinary high water mark methodology used in the State of Florida. Interesting but not an easy read.

In most states the boundary separating public waters from private uplandsthe ordinary high water line (OHWL)isa
flashpoint between proponents of either property rights or public-trust protection of our water. Using Florida as a case
study, Down to the Waterline is the first book-length analysis of the OHWL doctrine and its legal, technical, and
cultural underpinnings. Sara Warner not only covers the historical function of the OHWL but tells how advancesin
science and our environmental attitudes have led us to a more complex encounter with this ancient boundary.Florida
sees a steady influx of new residents who crowd along its extensive coasts and interior shorelinesyet who also demand
pristine water resources. The OHWL establishes public access and private ownership limits on some of the states most
valuable land: in economic terms, waterfront real estate; in ecological terms, marshes and wetlands. Sara Warner
brings to life many of the courtroom battles fought over the OHWL through the perspectives of ranchers, outdoors
enthusiasts, developers, surveyors, scientists, and policymakers.While explaining the OHWLs legal and political
intricacies, Warner never loses sight of the wonder of herons wading a marsh or alargemouth bass breaking a smooth
lake surface. To her the OHWL isnot just an ideological battleground; it isamarker of how we see the natural world.
What do we think were doing when we channel ariver or fill a swamp? she asksfor it matters greatly where we focus
our attention before invoking the awesome capabilities of technology.

Down to the Waterline contains atapestry of several beautiful interwoven themes: that nature must be reckoned with
when determining waterfront property lines; that we seldom if ever fully anticipate the repercussions of our
technological achievements; that societal progress means more than bettering the human communitywe now realize
the whole biocommunity must be bettered; that often the natural world is far more beneficial to human society when
left in its natural state. Applying these themes to the history of Florida's public/private property battles creates a
fascinating tale. (David C. Slade, Esg. editor of Putting the Public Trust Doctrine to Work)Warners book should be of
interest and useful to anyone who cares about the freedom to enjoy the outdoors on inland water bodiesin Florida.
(Lakeland Ledger)About the AuthorSara Warner is an analyst at the Bureau of Surveying and Mapping, Division of
State Lands, Florida Department of Environmental Protection.



